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Let’s ditch the silos:
towards an integrated
agri-food policy framework

YA

Don Buckingham
Agricultire

Canadian government has

ubentifted the agriculiure and
agri-food sedor as an engine of
growth, with sorne prelly amly-
thonis targels over the nesl decade.
The 2017 Barton Report by the
govermment's Advisory Coundl on
Econamic Growth progosed that
Canada shoidd boost il agriculiure
expaorts by 51 1-billion and ifs agri-
fevcnd excprorts by S19-hillion by 2027

The Agri-Food Economic Strate-
£y Table released kst fall asserts that
we can dio even belter, ssiting targets
of $85-billion in agriculfure and agr-
Tood exports as well as 5 14-billion
in domestic sades by 2025,

Bul 1o make this growth hap-
pen, specific policy areas nesed o
be strenfthened. Thers & no befter
lirme than now o demonstrate how
impartant a whode-of-governmsent
approach can be in achieving
these ambilious objectives.

Thres Key focus areas for &
whale-of-government approach

oome by mind: waler manag@ement,
climate change mitigation, and
emnarmic growth throwgh trade di-
versification. The multifacetedness
of ech makes it hard (0 See how
the required palicy indtiatives for
the spricubvre and agri-food sedor
ooitled come out of the Agnculture
and Agri-Food Canada shop alone.
Instead, a prionty list established
by several government depariments
and stakeholder proups needs 1o be
developed based on“win-win-win™
(Boomenic-emvironmental-social)
et practices and new techmolo-
s thal can apply acrass Canada.
Many ol the best practices in
agriculture and agr-food, mehading
precision plant nutcent applicalion,
irnproneed] soil and water manage-
mend schemes, animal genetics,
and improved leeding practioss,
have the potential o significantly
advance Canada’s public policy
objectives in all three locus arsas.
Take waler management. Cana-
ik hasg seven per cent of the workd's
renewable freshwater supply, bt
[aces presgures from urbantzalion
ancd agriculture. As the workd sirug-
gles to produce more food, water
will become an increasinghy limit-
ing factor for many countnes. Some
of the warld's major exponers are
at risk of groundwater depletion
g they prodwce and export
fovod using irrigated land with water
Iram rapadly depleting aquifers,
Canada can become a world
leader in water management in-

novation by developing a moded of
efficient and manag@ed waler use,
while atl the same ime profect-

our nalural resouree base, An
effective policy dialogue needs 1w
oocur as 1o how industey and other
competing waler users can best
meet thedr water needs while con-
H&L"I.'I.ng Canada’s waler resounces
that are mainlaining waler quality
in our rivers and lakes, particularly
thodge fear agriculiural operationg.

Regarding dimate change, the
workd faces the challenge of procuc-
ing enough alfordable, accescble,
arnd healthy food for & growing pop-
ulation while maintaining profitabil-
ity arsd withoul destroying Canada's
and the plamset's natural capital (land.
waler, air, and biodiversing).

Food production meeds Lo grow
by T per cent between now and
2050 to et the projected glolal
demand, but we rmest do this while
reducing the carbon Tootprin of the
agriculiure anmd agri-feod ecdor in
Canada and beyond. It is crucial 1o
lring together seiemtific research
and ol envinbamental
pracices; Improvements o metri-
tional quality and uman health
the integration of mrcrobiome,
plant, animal, and human health
{the Omne Health concepl); and
mmarket and not-markel oosts and
benefits with polickes and pracices
thal encourage immovalion and
scaling up, 1o increase production
and profitability while reducing our
Ereenbise Fas emissions.

Finally, economic gains throegh
trade diversification will require
CO-OpETalion SCMmss govermment de-
prarteminls 0o gl oy (and maintain
exisiing) markel aocess for qualsty
Canadian products. New innova-
Lions will allow Canadian produds
o hit the mearket with better sustain-
ahbility arud metritiomal aftribobes o
b offered 1o sa@er custonmers, al
hosoe and Lo mary counirees abrodad
The agriculture and sgri-lood Sector
needs to be able to brand its prod-
ucts with strong, rediable metrics tear
refled the diversaty of players alomg
the vahse chain, while also assuring
consurmers that the sector & nimble
entugh b0 respond to their ever
changing needs.

Crovernment and indwstry
players mist work together with
academia, experts, and praciilico-
ners o share Knowledge about
these changing requirerments. Stan-
dlamis rvest enshrined in regals-
taom, Which will signal quality and
authenticaty of those standards o
markets. Stakeholders must come
toggether 1o discuss and decide
upin appropriate industry actions
and govermment policses lor brand-
ing Canadian agyi-food prosdiscis.

All of this policy heayvy-lilting can
mu bomgges bee dhone in isolated goy-
ermment depariments or industry-
apecific silos. Wi must work tisgether
for the development and mill-out of
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an integrated agri-food policy. In-
stead of defiing joint mandates for
various adjacent ministries alone,
Canaada shoudd ook 1o create a
trans-dsciplinary knowledge net-
work including scentists, policy re-
semarchers, individual producers, and
PIUCESEONS SOTIES VATIOWS regions

Sucha network would work as
a huiby 1o bring together the knowl-
edge created by these players and to
estahlish an integrated policy devel-
opmenl process With this remewed
approach o internatiomal markels,
new challenges and opportiuities
will ermerge requiring transparency
in communscaling sustainabdlity
and quality attribates of our prod-
ucts. This will be key for maintain-
inyE public trust and capluring valie
in markets home and abroad.

By adopling a whole-al-govern-
menl approach, then developing an
integrated palicy framework, and
finally rolling oul this sirategy lor
Sirodg edonomic and eminnime-
tal performance, the trefsendous
export potedtial of our agrculiune
and agri-food secior can be real-
peesd. Ag this government s T
yvear mandate closes and another
one beging, the timing oould not be
better to put this strategy in place.

Don Buckingham is presédent
wndd CEC of the Canadion Agri-
Found Policy Instifule.
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